
CONFERENCE PROGRAM 
WEDNESDAY 21 JUNE 2023
7:45am – 8:45am Breakfast session hosted by Primary Health 

Tasmania
Improving access to alcohol and other drug services

Harbour View 1 
Room

PLENARY SESSION Grand Ballroom 
8:45am – 9:00am Welcome and Housekeeping

9:00am – 9:15am Welcome Address
Nala Mansell, Tasmanian Aboriginal Council 

9:15am – 9:20am Official Opening of 2023 ATDC Conference
Alison Lai, Chief Executive Officer, ATDC
Damian Collins, Chair, ATDC

9:20am – 9:50am Tasmanian ATOD Awards
Alison Lai, Chief Executive Officer, ATDC
Damian Collins, Chair, ATDC

9:50am – 10:30am Opening Keynote Presentation 
Revolutionising Trauma and Addiction Treatment with the Felt Sense 
Polyvagal Model
Jan Winhall, Author, teacher, psychotherapist and Adjunct Professor, 
University of Toronto

10:30am – 10:55am MORNING REFRESHMENTS & TRADE EXHIBITION Mezzanine Foyer
PLENARY SESSION
Chair: Shirleyann Varney

Grand Ballroom

10:55am – 11:30am Understanding and Addressing Loneliness Among People with Substance 
Use
Professor Genevieve Dingle, Director, Clinical Psychology Programs, 
University of Queensland 

CONCURRENT SESSIONS 1
Ballroom 1&2
Chair: Ros Atkinson

Ballroom 3

11:40am – 12:25pm 1.1.1
A lived experience organisation 
for the AOD sector in Tasmania: 
essential and inevitable
A/Prof Isabelle Bartowiak, 
Tasmanian Institute of Law 
Enforcement Studies, University of 
Tasmania
1.1.2  
The Time is Now: An Update on the 
Establishment of an Independent 
Peer Organisation in Tasmania
Alison Lai, ATDC 

1.2.1
WORKSHOP - AOD and Adolescence: 
Balancing individuation and 
experimentation with risk, parental 
concern, and social responsibility
Peter Callander and Hannah Poon, 
The Link Youth Health Service

12:25pm – 1:10pm LUNCH & TRADE EXHIBITION Mezzanine Foyer



CONCURRENT SESSIONS 2
1:10pm – 2:30pm Lived Experience

Ballroom 1
Chair: Greg Taylor

Youth & Smoking 
Ballroom 2
Chair: Nina Manning

Policy
Ballroom 3
Chair: Narelle Howell

1:10pm – 1:30pm 2.1.1
PANEL - Women of 
substance: gendered 
look at the experiences 
of women who use 
drugs
Emily Ebdon, Kerrie 
Dare, Lily Foster and 
Jo Murphy, ATDC Lived 
Experience Advocates

2.2.1
Drug Education in 
Schools: Just Say Know
Robert Johnson, The 
Drug Education Network 
(DEN)

2.3.1
Reform Agenda for the 
Alcohol and Other 
Drugs Sector 
Implementation
Zoe Bok, Department 
of Health, Tasmania

1:30pm – 1:50pm 2.2.2
Vape Nation
Bianca Taylor, Youth, 
Family and Community 
Connections

2.3.2
Bringing together 
service users, 
treatment providers 
and funders to change 
the way we measure 
the performance of 
treatment services
Robert Stirling, 
Network of Alcohol and 
other Drugs Agencies, 
NSW, University of New 
South Wales, NSW

1:50pm – 2:10pm 2.2.3
Exploring experiences 
of smoking cessation 
among participants of 
the 559 Lives project in 
Tasmania: perceptions, 
motivators, facilitators 
and barriers
Abby Smith and Irena 
Zieminski, Quit 
Tasmania

2.3.3
Tasmanian ATOD 
Reform: Past, Present 
and Future
Dr Jackie Hallam, 
ATDC

2:10pm – 2:30pm 2.1.2
Lived Experience 
Campaign Update

2.3.4
Shaping reforms across 
government: The key 
role of a national peak 
in representing the 
AOD sector in national 
decision making
James Dunne, 
Australian Alcohol and 
other Drugs Council

2:30pm – 2:50pm AFTERNOON REFRESHMENTS Mezzanine Foyer
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CONCURRENT SESSIONS 3 
2:50pm – 3:50pm Justice

Ballroom 1
Treatment & Alcohol
Ballroom 2
Chair: Tracey-Lee Bird 

Opioids
Ballroom 3
Chair: Mark Mason

2:50pm – 3:10pm 3.1.1
PANEL - Justice as 
Payback: Making 
Good Out of Bad
Prof Rob White and 
Michael Hill, Just 
Desserts, Drug Court 
Incentives Group

3.2.1
Alcohol and Tobacco 
Use Among Lesbian, 
Bisexual, and Queer 
Women
Dr Ruby Grant, 
Australian Research 
Centre in Sex, Health 
and Society (ARCSHS), 
La Trobe University

3.3.1
Increasing accessibility: 
The role of Community 
Pharmacy in the uptake of 
Long-acting Injectable 
Buprenorphine (LAIB)
Dr Nicole Ait Khelifa, 
Alcohol and Drug Service, 
Department of Health, 
Jack Muirwilson, The 
Pharmacy Guild of Australia 
– Tasmania Branch

3:10pm – 3:30pm 3.2.2
SMART Recovery 
Australia: Delivering 
evidence based 
outcomes through 
cross sector 
collaboration and 
innovation
Sally Boardman, 
SMART Recovery 
Australia

3.3.2
Take-home naloxone in 
Tasmania
Dr Robyn Greaves, Mental 
Health, Alcohol and Drug 
Directorate, Tasmanian 
Department of Health

3:30pm – 3:50pm 3.2.3
Tearing Down 
Barriers to Care - 
Evaluation of a Home 
Telehealth Alcohol 
Withdrawal Service
Dr Chris Davis, Clean 
Slate Clinic

3.3.3
Are the changes in legal 
access to opioids 
increasing substance 
misuse in patients with 
chronic pain?
Amelia Gates, Anglicare 
Tas

PLENARY SESSION Grand Ballroom

4:00pm – 4:25pm Access pathways for medical cannabis products in Australia
Peter Boyles, Chief Pharmacist, Department of Health, Tasmania
Chair: Damian Collins

4:25pm – 4:55pm PANEL - Reducing Alcohol and Drug Related Harm in Tasmania
Peter Boyles, Chief Pharmacist, Department of Health, Tasmania
Jonathan Root, Alcohol Licensing Commissioner, Department of Treasury 
and Finance, Tasmania
Emily Chase, Chief Executive Officer, Drug Education Network
John Toohey, Inspector, Southern District, Tasmania Police
Facilitator: Alison Lai, Chief Executive Officer, ATDC

5:00pm – 6:30pm WELCOME NETWORKING FUNCTION Harbour View 1



THURSDAY 22 JUNE 2023
PLENARY SESSION Grand Ballroom
Chair: Alison Lai, Dr Jackie Hallam & Emily Ebdon 
9:00am – 9:10am Welcome to Day 2 and recap of Day 1

9:10am – 9:40am ‘Taking Back What’s Ours’: The role of people who use drugs in drug policy 
advocacy around the world
Judy Chang, Executive Director, INPUD

9:40am – 10:15am Drug decriminalisation - the ACT experience
Megan Arnold, Senior Director, Alcohol Tobacco and Other Drug Policy, ACT 
Health Directorate

10:15am – 10:45am MORNING REFRESHMENTS & TRADE 
EXHIBITION

Mezzanine Foyer

CONCURRENT SESSIONS  4
10:45am – 12:15pm Research and 

Evaluation 
Ballroom 1
Chair: Matt Carswell 

Justice/Prison
Ballroom 2
Chair: Grace Phibbs

Innovations to 
treatment and 
programs
Ballroom 3
Chair: Penny Chugg

10:45am – 11:05am 4.1.1
Developing practical 
tools for identifying 
and supporting 
treatment-relevant 
cognitive dys/function
A/Prof Raimondo 
Bruno, University of 
Tasmania

4.2.1
Empowering the 
community through 
alternative sentencing
Lily Foster, ATDC Lived 
Experience Advocate

4.3.1
Breaking the residential 
myth:  Effective triaging 
in AOD services
Richard Salewicz, 
Salvation Army,
Karla Milner, AOD 
Services Tasmania 

11:05am – 11:25am 4.1.2
Interim findings from 
the evaluation of 
CanTEST, Australia’s 
first fixed site drug 
checking service
Dr Amy Peacock, 
National Drug and 
Alcohol Research 
Centre. UNSW Sydney

4.2.2 
A Healing Alternative to 
Prison for Aboriginal 
Women Involved in the 
Northern Territory 
Justice System
Eloise Page and Jocelyn 
Dhu, Drug and Alcohol 
Services Australia

4.3.2 
Family and Friends 
Needs Analysis Report
Rahnee Butterworth, 
Mental Health Families 
and Friends Tasmania 

11:25am – 11:45am 4.1.3
Evaluation of the 
Alcohol and Drug 
Enhancement 
Cognitive 
Enhancement (ACE) 
pilot program in 
Tasmania
Eleanor Vincent, 
University of Tasmania
Daniel Vautin, ATDC

4.2.3
Treatment in troubled 
time: The successes, 
challenges, and new 
directions in Opioid 
Replacement Therapy in 
Tasmanian prisons
Dr David Onu, 
Correctional Health 
Services, Tasmanian 
Government Department 
of Health

4.3.3
The intersection of 
gambling and AOD use
Ruth Rowlands, 
Anglicare Tas
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11:45am – 12:05pm 4.1.4

Understanding the 
needs of family and 
friends of people who 
use AOD
Craig Martin, Alcohol 
and Drug Foundation

4.2.4
The best of both worlds: 
Continuing ATOD care 
across secure facilities 
and the community – a 
collaborative project
Nina Manning, Alcohol 
and Drug Service, 
Department of Health
Daniel Stebbings, 
Alcohol and Drug Service, 
Department of Health

4.3.4
Strong in community
Tasmanian Aboriginal 
Centre  

12:05pm – 1:00pm LUNCH & TRADE EXHIBITION Mezzanine Foyer   

CONCURRENT SESSIONS  5

Ballroom 1 Ballroom 2 Ballroom 3

1:00pm – 2:00pm 5.1.1
PANEL - Hesitation, 
Resistance, or just big 
clouds of vapor?: our 
difficult relationship 
with e-cigarettes and 
vaping in the AOD 
sector.
Dr Ash Barnes, 
University of Tasmania
Richard Salewicz, The 
Salvation Army
Irena Zieminski, Quit 
Tasmania
Bianca Taylor, 
Youth Family 
and Community 
Connections

5.2.1
WORKSHOP - Engaging 
a lived experience 
advocate’s whole self: 
An intersectional 
approach to inclusive 
lived experience 
engagement practices
Dr Lucy Mercer-
Mapstone, TasCOSS, 
Kerrie Dare & Rosie 
Brennan, Community 
Voice Partners

5.3.1
Getting comfortable 
with complexity: 
Working together for 
systemic change
Terri Soller, Conversus 
Leaders 

*This session is by
invitation only*

PLENARY SESSION Grand Ballroom
Chair: Dave Reynolds
2:10pm – 2:40pm Intersectionality and Service Delivery in AOD settings

Dr Maria Pallotta-Chiarolli, Honorary Fellow, School of Communication and 
Creative Arts, Deakin University

2:40pm – 3:00pm AFTERNOON REFRESHMENTS & TRADE 
EXHIBITION

Mezzanine Foyer

PLENARY SESSION
Chair: A/Prof Raimondo Bruno

Grand Ballroom

3:00pm – 3:30pm Crystal methamphetamine and mental health
Prof David Castle, Professor of Psychiatry, University of Tasmania & Co-
Director, Tasmanian Centre for Mental Health Service Innovation

3:30pm – 4:00pm Psilocybin assisted psychotherapy for mental health disorders
Susan Rossell, Professor of Cognitive Neuropsychiatry & NHMRC Senior 
Research Fellow, Swinburne University & Co-Chair, MAGNET

4:00pm – 4:10pm Conference Close
Alison Lai, Chief Executive Officer, ATDC


